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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments, see appeal brief filed 7/19/04, with respect to the rejection 
of claims 8-17 have been fully considered by the Board of Patent Appeals and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gidwani (US 
Patent #6,640,239). 

Regarding claim 8, Gidwani teaches a telecommunications apparatus (figure 13), 
comprising: a base unit (element 776), including an interface (element 142, IP router) to a 
telecommunications network (UIP client 786 is connected to internet 158); at least one 
wireless remote microphone (element 764, wireless microphone) in wireless 
communication with the base unit (col. 40, lines 41-47), enabling a user of the 
microphone to speak to a listener through the base unit and telecommunications network 
(col. 39, line 65-col. 40, line 6); and wherein the base unit forms part of a video 
teleconferencing system including a video camera (element 762 is a camera input, 
inherently for a camera, specifically since a camera is required for video conferencing, 
col. 39, line 65- col. 40, line 6) for capturing images of the user for transmission to the 
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listener through the telecommunications network (col. 39, line 65-col. 40, line 6 & col. 
40, lines 35-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 9-12 & 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over (US Patent # 6,640,239) in view of Chang et al (US Patent # 6,469,732). 

Regarding claim 9, Gidwani teaches an apparatus for use in a teleconferencing 
conversation utilizing a wireless microphone (col. 40, lines 35-52) but fails to specifically 
disclose the remote microphone re-transmits the wireless signal to the base unit, enabling 
the base unit to determine a positional aspect of the user of the microphone. 

In related art of video teleconferencing, Chang discloses a system where video 
conferencing provides accurate determination of the position of the speaking participants 
(see abstract) as well as positioning aspects (col. 2, lines 1-14) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include Chang's well known video conferencing system 
with Gidwani's already existing remote microphone video communication system in 
order to provide Gidwani with a camera that is capable of automatically steering itself to 
the user thereby allowing the user further mobility. 
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Regarding claims 10-12, Gidwani as modified by Chang teach a pan or tilt mount 
associated with the video camera which is controlled as a function of the positional 
aspect, an auto-focusing capability for the video camera which is controlled as a function 
of the positional aspect and a zoom lens associated with the video camera which is 
controlled as a function of the positional aspect (see Chang, col. 2, lines 1-14 & 59-60). 

Regarding claim 14, Gidwani teaches an apparatus for use in a teleconferencing 
conversation utilizing a wireless microphone (col. 40, lines 35-52) but fails to specifically 
disclose the remote microphone re-transmits the wireless signal to the base unit, enabling 
the base unit to determine a positional aspect of the user of the microphone. 

In related art of video teleconferencing, Chang discloses a system where video 
conferencing provides accurate determination of the position of the speaking participants 
(see abstract) as well as positioning aspects (col. 2, lines 1-14) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include Chang's well known video conferencing system 
with Gidwani' s already existing remote microphone video communication system in 
order to provide Gidwani with a camera that is capable of automatically steering itself to 
the user thereby allowing the user further mobility. 

Regarding claim 15, Gidwani as modified by Chang teaches a pan, tilt, and zoom 
capability associated with the video camera which is controlled as function of the 
positional aspect of each user, enabling the camera to selectively frame the image of one 
or more users for transmission through the telecommunications network (see Chang, col. 
2, lines 59-60 & col. 5, lines 17-61). 
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Regarding claim 16, Gidwani as modified by Chang teaches a pan, tilt, and zoom 
capability associated with the video camera (see Chang, col. 2, lines 59-60 & col. 5, lines 
17-61) but fail to specifically disclose the pan, tilt, or zoom capabilities are effectuated by 
selecting a subset of pixels from a larger number of pixels in an image gathered by the 
camera. However, official notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art of 
video to select a subset of pixels from a larger number of pixels in an image gathered by 
the camera to effectuate the pan, tilt or zoom capabilities. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
subset of pixels from a larger number of pixels in an image gathering by the camera in 
order to allow for a clearer picture. 

Regarding claim 17, Gidwani as modified by Chang teaches an auto-focusing 
capability for the video camera which is controlled as a function of the positional aspect 
of each user, enabling the camera to control depth-of-field associated with one or more 
users (see Chang, col. 5, lines 17-61 & col. 7, lines 18-25). 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (US 
Patent # 6,640,239) in view of Murphy (US Patent # 6,564,380). 

Regarding claim 13, Gidwani teaches an apparatus for use in a teleconferencing 
conversation utilizing a wireless microphone (col. 40, lines 35-52) but fails to specifically 
disclose a plurality of remote microphones, each transmitting a wireless audio signal to 
the base unit. 

In related art of video conferencing over the Internet, Murphy discloses an 
apparatus for video conferencing (figure 2) comprising a plurality of wireless 
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microphones (element 212) for sending their output to a wireless audio processor 
(element 210) to be used in a teleconference video conversation (figure 2, col. 7, line 46- 
col. 8, line 14) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use a Murphy's multiple wireless microphone for a video 
conference conversation over the internet with Gidwani's existing wireless remote 
microphone video communication system in order to provide Gidwani with the ability to 
have more than one user communicate clearly in a conference call. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edan Orgad whose telephone number is 571-272-7884. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday, 8:00AM to 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 571-272-7882. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 1 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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